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Introduction

*Sea ice loss is leading to changes in the foraging habitat of southern
Beaufort Sea (SB) polar bears, particularly in the increased use of
terrestrial habitats and possibly onshore food resources including -
subsistence-harvested bowhead whale carcasses and eggs/nestlings of
colonial-nesting seabirds.12

——————. { Photo (left): SB polar bear
. attempting to prey on black
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Photo (Right): SB polar bear

feeding on a bowhead whale

& carcass from the subsistence-
.~ harvest.

y (Photo credit: USFWS)

*Estimates of prey resource use in SB polar bears have previously been
determined by quantitative fatty acid signature analysis (QFASA).3

*Previous work using QFASA did not find significant diet temporal trends
on feeding ecology changes show no temporal trends from 2004-2012,
however, high inter-annual variability was found, and seabirds were not
considered as potential prey. 4

Results

*Long-term monitoring is needed to more fully evaluate the use of
onshore foods, including a broader suite of potential foods.
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