Snow-melt and temperatures - but not sea-ice - explain variation in tundra

Background
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Inter-annual variation of environmental predictors and Eriophorum vaginatum individual flowering dates. Inter-annual variation of environmental predictors and Salix arctica individual leaf-out dates.

Conclusion
We found no evidence for a link between sea-ice and spring phenology on Qikitaruk — Herschel Island.
Snowmelt and temperature are best predictors, supporting a direct mechanism for tundra spring phenology.
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